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The leaf beetles (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) family is one of the biggest of the
order Coleoptera. The practical importance of the leaf beetles in the human activity
draws the attention of the researchers permanently.

The faunistic materials were sampled in the alfalfa culture from Horesti, Niscani,
Piatra Alba, Telita, Svetlii, Vulcanesti, Vadul lui Isac, Calinesti, Trifesti and Saharna
during May and June 2022. Most of the investigated fields were adjacent to a forest
sector. The entomological net was used for collection. Some specimens were also
gathered by hand from the leaves or soil surfaces.

A total number of 10 leaf beetles species belonging to 9 de genera and 5 subfamilies
were identified all over the studied fields: Cassida denticollis Suffrian, 1844, C.
rubiginosa Miiller, 1776, Chrysolina marginata (Linnaeus, 1767), Entomoscelis
adonidis (Pallas, 1771), Galeruca tanaceti (Linnaeus, 1758), Gastrophysa polygoni
(Linnaeus, 1758), Gonioctena fornicata (Briiggeman, 1873), Oulema melanopus
(Linnaeus, 1758), Pachybrachis fimbriolatus (Suffrian, 1848) and Plagiodera
versicolora (Laicharting, 1781).

The species Gonioctena fornicata, a known pest of alfalfa was represented in all of
studied fields. The lucerne leaf beetle usually feed more intensively at the stage of larva,
that’s why the larvae cause more damage than adult insects. Often the feeding on green
parts of the plant leads to the worsening of the physiological condition of the plant
attacked, and consequently to the decrease of harvest or to the plant growth decrease.

Considering that other herbaceous plant species can be found in the alfalfa fields,
this explains the variety of leaf beetles collected: Cassida denticollis, C. rubiginosa,
Chrysolina marginata, Entomoscelis adonidis, Galeruca tanaceti, Gastrophysa polygoni,
Oulema melanopus and Pachybrachis fimbriolatus. The presence of Plagiodera
versicolora is accidental because it feeds exclusively on leaves and pollen of willow and
poplar trees and can be explained by the existence of forest next to the field.

The investigations will continue throughout the growing season of alfalfa and the list
can be supplemented with other leaf beetles species.
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